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Article Info Abstract

Since rural-urban migrations are one of the obvious problems of our country, the purpose of the
present study is to know the state of the sense of belonging in the studied villages and its effect
on increasing sustainable livelihood. The current research is applied in terms of nature and

é descriptive-analytical-experimental in nature and method. The statistical population of this
3 research includes 41 villages, 10 villages were selected through systematic sampling, the studied
» villages have 2766 households and 29027 population, using Cochran's formula, the number of
g samples required to complete the questionnaire was calculated as 337 households. The methods
o N g and tools of information collection include library and field methods, in which questionnaire and
2 »8 observation were used in the field method. Descriptive and inferential statistics were used to
5 § § analyze the data. The findings of the research show that based on a sample T-Tech test, the
g 3 %7 dimensions of emotional belonging, behavioral belonging, cognitive belonging and functional
© 8o belonging are in a favorable state with test scores of 5.683, 8.299, 8.857, and 10.114 respectively.
% The spatial identity is evaluated at an unfavorable level with the test statistic of 4.027, in the level
5 of sustainable livelihood dimensions, the status of human, social and physical dimensions,
o) respectively, with the test statistic of 3.626, 2.035, 8.268, in a favorable state and dimensions
§ Economic and natural are evaluated at an unfavorable level with test scores of -7.845 and -5.603
N

respectively. The results of the structural equations also show that among the 5 dimensions of
sustainable livelihood, the social dimension with a regression value of 0.934 and a significance
level of 0.000 has the greatest impact on the sense of belonging to a place.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The study area of this research is the central
part of Ijrud County, which includes the rural
districts of ljrud Bala, Gholabar, and Saeed
Abad. The study area has faced a growing rate
of rural migration in recent decades. Studies
show that during the period 2006 to 2016,
2984 villagers from the central part of Ijrud
County migrated to urban areas. Studies show
that one of the factors affecting the formation
of these migrations is the low level of
sustainable livelihood among households in
the central part of Ijrud County. Accordingly,
understanding the effects of a sense of place
belonging on the sustainable livelihood of
rural households can be effective in providing
appropriate solutions to reduce rural-urban
migration. In this regard, the present study
examines the effects of sustainable livelihood
on the sense of place belonging of rural
households in the form of the following
questions:

1- What is the relationship between
sustainable livelihood and the sense of place
belonging of households in the studied
villages?

2- Which dimension of the sense of place
belonging of households in the studied
villages has the greatest impact on sustainable
livelihoods?

Methodology

According to the research questions, the
research method is descriptive-analytical-
experimental in nature and systemic-structural
in type, application and the prevailing attitude
of the research. In the present study, the
following indicators have been used to
analyze the effects of sustainable livelihoods
on the sense of place belonging of rural
households. The statistical population of the
present study is the villages of the central part
of ljroud County, which according to the
general population and housing census of
2016 includes 41 villages. Considering the
vastness of the study area and the cost of
referral, 10 villages were selected as sample
villages, which were selected as study villages
using a simple probability sampling method
(lottery method). The villages under study
have 2766 households. Using the Cochran

formula, the number of samples required to
complete the questionnaire of 337 households
was calculated and the sample size for each
village was determined based on the
proportionality formula.

Results and discussion

In this regard, a one-sample t-test was used
to evaluate and analyze the desirability of the
dimensions of sense of place belonging, and
taking into account the existing spectral range
that fluctuates between 1 and 5 and based on
the Likert scale, the results of this test show
that, based on the desirability level of the test
item (3) and the significance level, the
dimensions of  emotional  belonging,
behavioral belonging, cognitive belonging,
and functional belonging are evaluated in a
desirable state, and spatial identity is
evaluated in an undesirable state.

A one-sample t-test was used to evaluate
and analyze the desirability of the dimensions
of sustainable livelihood, and taking into
account the existing spectral range that
fluctuates between 1 and 5 and based on the
Likert scale, the results of this test show that,
based on the desirability level of the test item
(3) and the significance level, the human,
social, and physical dimensions of sustainable
livelihood are in a desirable state, while the
economic and natural dimensions are in an
undesirable state.

Conclusion

Based on the form and conceptual model of
the model, the components of sense of place
belonging are considered as dependent
variables and sustainable livelihoods are
considered as independent  variables.
Examination and estimation of regression
values and significance of the research
dimensions and indicators on sense of place
belonging show that among the 5 dimensions
of place identity, functional belonging,
cognitive belonging, behavioral belonging,
and emotional belonging, all dimensions with
significant regression values have an impact
on the dimensions of sustainable livelihoods,
such that place identity has a regression value
of 0.672, functional belonging has a
regression value of 0.914, cognitive belonging
has a regression value of 0.837, behavioral
belonging has a regression value of 0.576, and
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emotional belonging has a regression value of
0.837. Among the variables that affect the
participation of villagers, we can mention
place attachment and the social dimension of
sustainable livelihood. Attachment to the
place of life and a sense of belonging to it
create in individuals the motivation and sense
of responsibility to strive for the
comprehensive  improvement  of  the
residential environment, hence the sense of
place attachment can significantly accompany
the implementation of various social,
economic, cultural, etc. programs in the local
community and improve the quality of life.
Place attachment as a concept is the
relationship and connection point between
people and places, and this mutual interaction
between residents and also between them and
the village is a category that is considered as
the social capital of the society. The
importance of the issue of social capital and
its role in development is to such an extent
that it can be clearly observed in the
prosperity of all developed societies. As a
result, there is a significant relationship
between the sense of place attachment and the
sustainable livelihood of households in the
studied villages.
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