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Article Info Abstract

Economic empowerment of rural communities is one of the issues that is increasingly in
need of attention. In this regard, this study aimed at factors influencing in the economic

empowerment of livestock farmers in Savadkouh Shomali County, Mazandaran in 2024.
The statistical population of study includes livestock farmers of Savadkouh Shomali
County in Mazandaran Province (N= 425). According to Cochran's formula and stratified
random sampling method, 213 livestock farmers were selected as a statistical sample. Data
were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire. The questionnaire was divided into
seven main sections: economic empowerment, personality factor, job characteristics,
economic factor, motivational factor, social factor and training factor with a Likert scale.
The content validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by experts' opinions. Also, based
on the Average Variance Extracted (0.633<AVE<0.834), Composite Reliability
(0.894<CR<0.981) and Cronbach Alpha (0.850<CA<0.979), the questionnaire had a
convergent validity and appropriate reliability. SPSS16 and Smart PLS3 software were
used to analyze the data. The results of structural equation modeling showed that
personality factor, job characteristics and motivational factor had a positive and significant
impact on economic empowerment and explained 80.4 percent of it. The personality factor
had the greatest overall impact on the economic empowerment of livestock farmers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Economic empowerment is a bottom-up
process through which individuals, by
increasing their economic capabilities, can
respond to their needs and achieve equal
rights and power (Drolet, 2010). Economic
empowerment is a powerful tool for
combating  poverty  (Sivaraman  and
Devanathan, 2021). The Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD, 2012) defines economic
empowerment as the ability to participate in,
contribute to, and benefit from development
processes in a way that recognizes the value
of people’s participation, respects their
dignity, and allows for a more equitable
distribution of the benefits of growth. With
increasing economic inequalities and rural
populations  continually  facing  socio-
economic challenges, specific community-
based programs in rural areas, especially
those focused on livestock, have attracted
increasing attention due to their success in
enhancing socio-economic empowerment
(Khan and Parashari, 2023). In this regard,
this study aimed at factors influencing in the
economic empowerment of livestock farmers
in Savadkouh Shomali County, Mazandaran
in 2024.

Methodology

The statistical population of study includes
livestock farmers of Savadkouh Shomali
County in Mazandaran Province (N= 425).
According to Cochran's formula and stratified
random sampling method, 213 livestock
farmers were selected as a statistical sample.
Data were collected using a researcher-made
questionnaire. The questionnaire was divided
into seven main sections: economic
empowerment,  personality  factor, job
characteristics, economic factor, motivational
factor, social factor and training factor with a
Likert scale. The content validity of the
questionnaire was confirmed by experts'
opinions. Also, based on the Average
Variance Extracted (0.633<AVE<0.834),
Composite Reliability (0.894<CR<0.981) and
Cronbach Alpha (0.850<CA<0.979), the
questionnaire had a convergent validity and
appropriate reliability. SPSS16 and Smart
PLS3 software were used to analyze the data.

Results and discussion

Economic empowerment was at a high
level, which is far from excellent, and is not
consistent with the results of the research of
Haji Nejad and Norouzi Nejad (2025) and
Karimi and Danesh Mehr (2020). The results
of the study indicated that there was no
significant difference between the views of
male and female livestock farmers regarding
economic empowerment, which IS
inconsistent with the results of the study by
Zolfaghari et al., (2024). There was also a
significant difference between the views of
livestock farmers with different levels of
education regarding economic empowerment,
and livestock farmers with a post-diploma
degree and above had the highest economic
empowerment, which is consistent with the
results of the studies by Zolfaghari et al.,
(2024), Kalhori and Mohammadian (2022),
and Chama Didana (2019). There was also no
significant difference between the views of
livestock farmers with different livestock
regarding economic empowerment. The
results of structural equation modeling
showed that personality factor, job
characteristics and motivational factor had a
positive and significant impact on economic
empowerment and explained 80.4 percent of
it. The personality factor had the greatest
overall impact on the economic empowerment
of livestock farmers.

Conclusion

It is suggested that by holding training
classes, the level of self-confidence,
flexibility and the level of cooperation and
coordination of the livestock farmer in work
and behavior with other livestock farmers,
especially experienced livestock farmers,
should be increased. It is necessary to inform
the livestock farmer about the real results of
work activities and job feedback, and to
explain the importance of the livestock
farming job and the solutions for success in it,
and to create the necessary motivation for the
livestock farmer to strive and achieve success.
It is necessary to provide the livestock farmer
with access to raw materials (straw, barley,
bran and concentrate) and help him make the
necessary investments in livestock farming,
such as construction of a buildings and
purchasing milking machines, and to provide
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bank facilities to the livestock farmer to
increase the economic empowerment of the
livestock farmers. Improving the quality of

livestock products (meat and milk production)
is of great importance, and the livestock
farmer must have sufficient knowledge of the
market situation for livestock products. The
level of job diversity in livestock farming
(sheep, cattle, goats, etc.) and the diversity of
income sources should be considered. There
is a need for educational and research
programs to promote the knowledge and skills
of livestock farmers and improve livestock
farming processes. Holding training courses

and practical workshops can help increase the
economic empowerment of livestock farmers
in the region. Livestock insurance should be
given special attention as one of the ways to
guarantee and reduce the risk of producers in
this sector. In order to continue this
profession in the region, it is necessary for the
government to provide subsidies for livestock
inputs to livestock farmers. The difficulty in
providing livestock inputs following the
liberalization of prices and the elimination of
preferential currency is one of the challenges
facing livestock production. The formation of
livestock farmers' cooperatives and the
establishment of a milk collection station in
Savadkouh Shomali County can greatly help
livestock farmers in various fields such as the
provision of livestock inputs and machinery,
the provision of basic and technical goods for
milk and red meat producers, the provision of
professional work tools for members, the
improvement of livestock breeds, the
registration of dairy cattle specifications and
records, the analysis and collection of raw
milk, and methods for providing liquidity to
cooperative members.
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